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A l c a n  e x e c u t i v e s  e m b a r a s s e d  b y  o w n  i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  I n d i a  i n v e s t m e n t 
Man y shar ehol ders  conc erne d with  trou bled  joint  vent ure prop osal  

M ONTR EAL  April 28, 2005 - For the second consecutive year, Alcan Inc. of Montreal was directly 
confronted at its own Annual General Meeting about its troubled investment in a proposed bauxite 
mine and alumina refinery in the Kashipur region of Orissa, India.  The joint venture with the Aditya 
Birla group of India goes by the name of Utkal Alumina International Ltd. (UAIL). 

I n s i d e  t h e  g e n e r a l  m e e t i n g ,  A n n a  M a l l a ,  s h a r e h o l d e r  a n d  m e m b e r  o f  A l c a n ' t  i n  I n d i a .  b e g a n  a  b a r r a g e  o f 
i n t e r v e n t i o n s  w i t h  a  r e s u m e  o f  t h e  2 0 0 4  d i a l o g u e  b e t w e e n  A l c a n  a n d  t h e  M o n t r e a l - b a s e d  s o l i d a r i t y 
c a m p a i g n .  M s .  M a l l a  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  e x p o s e d  t h e  u n t r u t h s  b e h i n d  e v e r y  o n e  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  c l a i m s  a b o u t  t h e 
K a s h i p u r  p r o j e c t .  S h e  c o n c l u d e d  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  "H o w  m u c h  l o n g e r  d o e s  A l c a n  p l a n  o n  m i s r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e 
s i t u a t i o n  t o  i t s  s h a r e h o l d e r s  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ? "  A l c a n  f a i l e d  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n . 

W h e n  C E O  T r a v i s  E n g e n  c l a i m e d  t h a t  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  pr o g r e s s  w i t h  t h e  U A I L  pr o j e c t , 
S a r a h  H e i b e r g ,  w h o  i s  a n o t h e r  c o n c e r n e d  s h a r e h o l d e r ,  c o n c u r r e d .   R e a d i n g  f r o m  a n  a r t i c l e  p u b l i s h e d  l a s t 
w e e k  i n  t h e  H i n d u ,  a  m a j o r  n a t i o n a l  I n d i a n  d a i l y ,  s h e  e m p h a s i z e d ,  "S i n c e  l a s t  y e a r  t h e  S t a t e  h a s  r e v i v e d  t h e 
u s e  o f  f o r c e  t o  c u r b  t h e  p e o p l e s '  s t r u g g l e , " a n d  c o n t i n u e d  b y  a s k i n g ,  "Do e s  A l c a n  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t s  i n v o l v e m e n t 
i n  K a s h i p u r  h a s  d i r e c t l y  j e o p a r d i z e d  i t s  e n t i r e  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  s t r a t e g y ? " 

W h e n  A l c a n  e x e c u t i v e s  t r i e d  t o  d i s m i s s  t h e  e v e r - pr e s s i n g  K a s h i pu r  c a s e  b y  c l a i m i n g  i t  t o  b e  a n  "e x c l u s i v e l y 
I n d i a n  i s s u e ",  T a m a r a  H e r m a n  w h o  h a s  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  a  t h r e e  w e e k  f a c t - f i n d i n g  t r i p t o  K a s h i pu r , 
r e t o r t e d  b y  s a y i n g  "t h i s  i s  v e r y  m u c h  a  M o n t r e a l  i s s u e .   I t  i s  M o n t r e a l - b a c k e d  f i n a n c i n g  t h a t  i s  d e v e l o p i n g 
t h e  U A I L  pr o j e c t ,  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  M o n t r e a l  pr o f i t . "  M s .  H e r m a n  h a d  a l s o  e a r l i e r  n o t e d  t h a t  n o  U A I L  o f f i c i a l  i n 
a l l  o f  I n d i a  w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  h e r  d u r i n g  h e r  e n t i r e  s t a y  i n  I n d i a . 

A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a s  t h e s e  c l e a r  c o n d e m n a t i o n s  i n s i d e  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  s o m e  8 0  p e o p l e  r a l l i e d  o u t s i d e  t o  d i s c u s s 
a n d  p r o m o t e  t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  K a s h i p u r ,  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  i g n o r e d  b y  A l c a n .   A l o n g 
w i t h  w o r k e r s  f r o m  A l c a n  p l a n t s  i n  K i t i m a t  B C  a n d  J o n q u i è r e  Q C ,  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  a c t i v e l y  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e 
A l c a n ' t  i n  I n d i a  c a m p a i g n ,  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t o r s  c o n v e n e d  a  P e o p l e s '  A s s e m b l y .   R e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  v i e w s  o f 
v i l l a g e r s ,  s o l i d a r i t y  a c t i v i s t s  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s u p p o r t e r s ,  t h e  A s s e m b l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  c l e a r ,  c o n s i s t e n t 
a n d  b r o a d - r a n g i n g  b a s e s  f o r  w o r l d - w i d e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  A l c a n  a n d  U A I L . 

S h a r e h o l d e r s  a n d  a n a l y s t s  e x i t i n g  t h e  A G M  w e r e  o b v i o u s l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  i s s u e  i n  I n d i a .   M o s t  w e r e 
e a g e r  t o  l e a r n  m o r e  f r o m  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c a m pa i g n ,  h a v i n g  n e v e r  b e e n  pr o v i d e d  w i t h  a c c u r a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n 
a b o u t  t h e  K a s h i p u r  c a s e  b y  A l c a n . 

The Alcan't in India campaign is confident that continued pressure, especially through world-wide 
solidarity and the continuous dissemination  of facts about the Kashipur issue, will soon succeed in 
forcing Alcan to fully divest from UAIL. 

Contact: Patrick Cadorette 514-298-997 4; alcantinindia@ yahoo.com; www.saanet.o rg/alcant 
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